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~unferences ield at the East German Mindstry of the Food Inmatzv[ | 25X1
25X1 [ rewvsaled the fact that no reserwe grain stocks were evailabls in Eas®
Carmiin- storage depots. All Fast German egenclss concerned with grain susplies
2llegedly awaitsd the arrivel of new pgrain imporis with great impatience. Yo

teformetion was evailable 1f and whsn such grain imporis would be fertheanming.

25X1 [ lYomente n early dlarch 1954, tae Potatc.and fodder susfdy situation
Decans riticsl in'Begy Gormanye. One of “the reasons why finister Wach wae

asposed is that he allocated 140 kg-of pdtatoces per head of the population instead
of 1245 kg as would have been advisable on account of the poor potate crop. As only
50 percent of the area reuervsd for winter grein vas sowed, this resulted in an

. Arate shortage of fedder Cor-the feeding of livestock , The situetion is so serious

i that themmiftensance of livastock is endangered. With regard %o this situation,
Srepor, Hust German Mindster of Foreign lrade, travelled to Moscow in esrly Februery
195/ in order to negotiate for the delivery of feed groius, mest, and buttar,
dowever; Gregor was allegedly given to understsnd that,for politicil reasons,”
Moscow wes forced to give priority to Greal Britain for the deldvery of foodstuffs
and fodder. It is, therefore, believed that the Fnst German Government will make nc
further grain allecations uwntil it has received definite assurances that additicnal
grains.end fodder will be delivered by the USSR. Thould such help net be forthecming,
& ser:ous fnod orisis is bound to occur ift East Germany, Grain imperta by rail from
Bastern Bloc states arriving betwoen Septewber 1253 and Janusry 1954 were unusually
low, averaging only 29,000 tons per month as against s monthly average of 57,000 tons
for &3l -0f 1953, It may be assumed thet & total of 3,25 million tons of grain were
imported by Rast Gernmsny in 1953. At import of 935,000 tons of grein was drranged
with the USSR. Total grain impcrta amounted to about one £ifth of the entire greain
crop in East Germany. '
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